


13. Platypus Waterholes Walk

14. Ravine des Casoars Hike

Walk from the Flinders Chase Visitor Centre across Black Swamp to the
Rocky River, where patience may be rewarded with the sighting of a
Platypus. Allow time to view the waterholes from a series of platforms,

a hide and lookout. A multitude of birdlife, kangaroos, wallabies, geese,

echidnas and goannas are regularly seen on this walk.

Access: This walk begins at the Flinders Chase Visitor Centre. A shorter
walk (suitable for wheelchairs) to the waterholes can be accessed from
a car park off Shackle Road.

Refer to pages 18-19 and 28-29.

Walk
2 hours return
4.5 km return
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This loop trail follows the ravine valley to the coast, passing along the creek
bank and high above the valley floor, providing spectacular views. The
French explorer, Nicolas Baudin, observed the Kangaroo Island Emu here in
1802, mistakenly identifying them as Cassowary. Tragically, the Kangaroo
Island Emu became extinct at least ten years before the first official
settlement in 1836.

Access: The hike begins on the Ravine des Casoars Road, 7 km south of the
Playford Highway, near Cape Borda.
Refer to pages 18-19 and 28-29.

Hard Hike
4 hours return
8 km return

Southern
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15. Remarkable Rocks Walk

Follow this wheelchair accessible trail to the stunning geological feature of
Remarkable Rocks. The wind-sculpted rocks can be seen as artworks in
progress — a 500 million year old story of change. Interpretive signs explain
the formation of the granite boulders. Drownings have occurred at
Remarkable Rocks. Please read the warning signs. Do not venture down the
seaward side of the granite dome.

Access: The walk starts at the Remarkable Rocks car park,
16 kilometres from Flinders Chase Visitor Centre.
Refer to pages 18-19 and 28-29.

Walk

15 min return

1 km return
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16. Return Road Hike

Starting at Harveys Return this hike wanders through low Sugar Gum
woodland, passing groves of native pine near the Lightkeepers Cemetery.
Take a side trip when you cross the road fo take in spectacular coastal
views at Scott Cove. The hike follows the lightkeepers’ old cart track used for
fransporting supplies between Harveys Return and Cape Borda, which they
called ‘The Return Road'. Look for sections of cobblestones to see the
original tfrack.

Access: This hike can begin at either Harveys Return or Cape Borda.
Refer to pages 18-19 and 28-29.

D
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Hike
3 hours return
9 km return
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17. Rocky River Hike

18. Sandy Creek Hike

Linked with the Platypus Waterholes Walk, this half-day hike takes you
through the diverse habitats of Rocky River. The trail meanders
through forest and woodland, providing picturesque views of the river
and opportunities to watch for Platypus. Listen for honeyeaters in the
forest canopy, and look for delicate orchids in winter and spring.

Access: This hike starts at Flinders Chase Visitor Centre and includes the
Platypus Waterholes Walk. Alternatively, the trail can be started from
Rocky River Bridge on West Bay Road, or the Platypus Waterholes car
park on Shackle Road.

Refer to pages 18-19 and 28-29.

D

Moderate
Hike
3 hours return
9 km return
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Follow the bank of Sandy Creek before descending into the creek bed for
the last section through sand dunes and onto a large sandy beach. Here
fime can be forgotten while reloxing and watching the Southern Ocean
pound against the shore.

Access: This hike begins on West Bay Road approximately
10 km from Flinders Chase Visitor Centre.
Refer to pages 18-19 and 28-29.

D

Moderate
Hike
1.5 hours return
3 km return
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19. Snake Lagoon Hike

Starting at Shake Lagoon, this popular frail winds through Sugar Gums and
mallee before descending into the Rocky River valley. The trail crosses Rocky
River and meanders along its bank to the mouth, providing spectacular
views through the valley and across the Southern Ocean.

Access: Snake Lagoon is located 9 km from Flinders Chase Visitor Centre

on the West Bay Road.
Refer to pages 18-19 and 28-29.

D

Moderate
Hike
1.5 hours return
3 km return
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20. Tadpole Cove Walk

This walk combines unusual coastal scenery with early settflement heritage
sites. The walk starts at an old grain threshing floor, used by early settlers to
process locally grown grain, and takes you past the ruins of a small cottage
dating from the same period. The walk then meanders through regenerating
vegetation to a lookout above Tadpole Cove, which is named after an
unusual rock formation in the centre of the cove. Watch for Ospreys soaring
along the cliff edge as they hunt for fish in the calm waters of the cove.

Access: The walk begins in the car park adjacent to the threshing floor
just south of Wreckers Beach, D'Esfrees Bay Road.
Refer to pages 18-19 and 28-29.

Wreckers Walk
Beach 20 min return
800 m return

Tadpole
ove Walk
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21. Timber Creek Walk

This walk at Murray Lagoon offers the visitor a tea-tree swamp experience.
Waterfowl such as ducks, swans and waders flock to the lagoon to create a
bird lovers delight. Hawks and eagles prey upon the waterfowl, while chats
and Little Grassbirds sing among the thickly vegetated shorelines.

Access: The walk begins 500 m west of Murray Lagoon park headquarters
off Seagers Road, which can be seasonally flooded.
Refer to pages 18-19 and 28-29.

Walk
1 hour return
1.5 km return
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22. The Oval Hike

This trail meanders south from Cape Borda through dense Bull Oak, mallee
heath and native pines, before reaching a clearing in the middle of the
bush. The lighthouse keepers used this clearing for growing vegetables and
crops to feed livestock, and for recreation. A wonderful hike for viewing
wildflowers, particularly orchids, and the occasional echidna.

Access: This trail begins at Cape Borda Lightstation.
Refer to pages 18-19 and 28-29.
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23. Waterfall Creek Hike

Follow the trail from the car park down the valley to the creek, where
stepping stones lead you up a small winding trail through sheoak trees, to a
lookout with spectacular views of a winter waterfall. The sheoaks, provide a
valuable food source for the elusive, endangered Glossy Black-Cockatoo.

Access: This hike begins in the car park in the Western River Wilderness

Protection Area, off Colmans Road.
Refer to pages 18-19 and 28-29.

D

Moderate
Hike
2 hours return
5 km return
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24. Weirs Cove Hike

Imagine spending three months or more waiting for fresh supplies. Hike

to Weirs Cove to understand the extreme hardship involved in getting
the shopping home. Discover the method of landing people and supplies
along this treacherous coastline.

Access: Begin this hike at the lighthouse sign shelter, at Cape du Couedic.
Refer to pages 18-19 and 28-29.
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